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THE LATE CHARLES HAMILTON FRENCH

By E. E. Pescorr

Charles French, Junior, as we knew him, was born at Scuth Yarra in
June, 1868, and died in July, 1950, aiter a long residence at Canterbury.
{See note in Vict. Nat.,, Aug. 1950, p. 76}, his wite having predeceased him
in April, 1949, He was a son of our founder, Charles French the First, from

CHARLES FRENCH, JNR.

An informat snapshot, at Frankston, 1945.
Photo. by courtesy Wild Life.
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whom he Inberited s natural bistory instinces e was o hur natovalist,
with an amazmng general knowledie wf Australiall plants, birds, rmikes,
ansecls, aboriginal artelacts, ete.—all <aine wnder his purview. -

Mter leaving sebinol, Charles French, Jor., entered the offiee ol Mr.
Patey, a solicitor m Callies Streel; and also o Life Member of 1this Ciub.
Fater he worked for T Rlair 01 Collins Street. Bur palueal Mstury - wab
ever hefode him and he soan found more congenial cmployment gn (e slsff
of lhe Nationg] Hetharium (then -cailed the “Phytologic Museun of Mel:
Vaurae | @s @ jumor assistanl onder Baron von Mueller; his hrother George
also went to waork there as Mueller's messenger.

A grod all-round knowledge of hatany had been agguired Ieai his father,
who was Jortmerly Mueller's’ label writer and classifer of plants at (b
Botanic Gardens, and young Charles always willingly helped his father o'
thi= work. While al the Gardens, the French father bocune 4 beeen stuilent
af entormrdogy and quite early male- 32 fne cnllection af insect specivens.

Charles Jir assisted the Baron tor-13 years and during that period (until
the latter's deaih in 1896) he teavellod o almoest every pordion of
Colony, always making extensive collections for the Herbarium, ¢ also
hrought back many entomelogical specimens for has father amd s¢ amassed
a stare of ntormation in this scence, dndeed, whatever e saw that night
interesl somo specialist, hé put it v his bag, making his {riends—partienlarly
thoee' in the Club—-very haypny.

Latee, Charles Snr, was apporiled Govermment Fatowiologist (18#2) “and
pare of his work was to administer the newly passed Vegetution 1ikcases
Act. Clarles Twe. was appointed the first inspectar, later ta become, as lhe
work extended, Assistant Government Emtomologist. Upon the retiremeilt
of hix tother (1908) he in turn became Gavernment Fotomnlogist and
some vears afterwards, when bis great friemd, b late O C Brutlebank,
retived, e Wwas promoted to Biologist in the Department of Agriculture—
a posivian he held antil 1933, when he refived full of honpur and respert.

In the pre-Club daye—and [ bave referced to this befere (see Mict. Nuk,
May, 1940, . dy—regulag Sanday mectings of half-a-dozen  paturalists
would take place at the South Yarra home in Andersan Strest. and these
enthus asts would el tales of their last week’s collectings. The boy. Charles
was always nresent, absorbing what be coidd, and when a -meeting to Jisctss
Lhe formation ol 4 Maturalists' Club was held, he was there too. Fle accom-
panied his father to the first neceting of our Club, held at (he Melbourne
Albgnacumn v May 17th, 1880 (Southern Scienee Kecord, 1, p. 11, Dec.,
18807, bt was not dllowed to jain-at once, suies s father thoughi, Inm
ton young ; 5o he difdl not have the honour f becoming an original nember,
Alter goining up i July, 1883, he romained faithful right ta the end, being
worthity electéd (o Homorary Menbershp i Augost, 1937,

During his Herbarinm days he was u staunch persanal friend of the great
Faron, who affectionately called Tum “Siarley”, and “Sharley” had many
fond and amusing tales ko telt about the Taron, iz work and idiosydeeasics.
The young sssistant had g flair for renwembérmg scientific mames and “in
this regard could rarely he “foored”, Tn addition, hs exrensive travelling
brought him in demand. Do ane. pecasion Professor Baldwin Spencer askerd
him 1o keep a logk out {or abenwioal mounds m the north of the State,
Having seen some, Charley went back there and, after some days' dipging,
hranght twn dozen skolls, ollier bones and about 53 stone nxes to the
Melourne Musenmn. . | - s .

We was particalarly helplal 40 me in my wrclad rollecting: On. many
occasions we (ramped lhe hosh e nichid lealiies, and he uever failed to
sty vut what we were leoking for—except onice. We were 1l only collectors
who kinew of a fine patch of that rsre sl lovely Bluish-green Sun-urchid,
Thelymitrn epipactoides—in the heathe al Cleltenham.  Unfnrtunately, he
had shown Lhis patelt do a [rsend, and wext vear there Were pone |1 The

-



148 E. E. Prszorr, The lote Charles Hamilton Frewch V.",“:I’. ‘::L

"riend" had returped, carefully marked the plants, and vame back later 1a
dig up all the tubers, which were sald tn sameone in FEngland !

Charles wrate little. Hic few nates in the Fictorian Naturaliyt were
mamnly on grchnd Jovahties and on native insects that had hrecome pests, bul
in Fehruary and Marclh, 1™3. he contributed a series of entertaiuing
remimscenes, “Tales told in Club His inforemation was iwostly distributed
in letters and in personal talks; hut he always gave it very freely and
happily. For a aumber of years he lectured on Entomology o agriculiura)
steydestts at the Melbaurne University and also at the Burnley Schoal of
Harticulture.  Sines Wis reticement 17 years ago le had uidertaken Lhe
naming of many mounted hatapical callectinns sent i by caunlry schnols e
the State Schonls' Nursery, Oakleigh; doubtiel specunens “were alwavs
referred o the National Herbarium for identification, He found mnoch
pleasure in tending scveral glasshouses where archids and begonias grew:
choree fuchgias, rases and new tea-tree hybrids were alea among 1he maiy
flawers that fAourished 4n s garden al Dudley Parade, Canterhiry.

He provided numerous collectings for the Waite Aericuloural lustitute,
South Australia. large numibers of plant specimens went foom time 6o time
to cur Natianal Herhariun, where ?:is ‘baoks and magazines were recunily
dunated by the ramily, Some of his earbiest nrchid and Tungal spocinens
were accampanied by life-Hke sketches in cafour,

I first met Charley French i 1899, Kindred interests made us pals at
once, the [riendship deepening as the years passed, Aud mow. affer =
wanderfully full life, he has goe; but we shall remember him as everybody's
comnrade and the enemy of none, T am grateful Jor the privilege of paying
this tribute—that of an old friend.

PLOVER'S UNUSUAL NESTING SITE

Early 3 June 1 notioed that a Spur-wanged Plover had nested heside tlie
railway track, hetween Miram and Kanive on the mam line to Adelade
The site aclected for a west was anly abeur § feet from 1he vails  There
were faur eggs in the nest. Fwery time a traln approached, no matter at
what honr, the plover wobld be facing it. When the trzin was ahout 30
vards away, the mother hird would stand crecr over the fest, with vot-
stretched] wings anrl heael thrust forward facing the oiigine. As the train
roared past, she would ey around ' order still to facc the engue. She
dd not appear w waery abont trucks or carriages—anly engines. T hen she
would setele down, as much a3 to say, "Well, | gol nid of fimd one” About
the first week i JTuly, This brave bird hiad disappeared, presumably the eggs
bad katched and the young hirds gone. Is this varly for a plaver to nest?
The spot chosen was cortainly a sirange one, - —F. T. Mwvin.

r
) TREE PLANTING

The Forests Comemission ol Victoria has published a useinl bulletin
“The Selection, Propagation and Planting of Trees n the Cauntry Tistricts
of Vietoria™ which should be of special interest 1o members of the Club
mterested in planting {leir own properties or o conaectian with the Clab's
group planting activities, Native and exotic trees and seme shrubs are
classified in relation te thewr suatalslity far the different raisfall zanes
of the State, together with a geod non-technical deseription of many species,
Practical hints gn propagation and planting are included. The bonklet may
be obtaited far V/- fram the Crmnussion’s Tlead Office, Puhlic Buldings,
Treasury Place, Melboutne,

The “Save the Tarests Campaign Council” of which the Club is a
constituent memher, alsp has a mumber of Tree Jeallets on tree-raising from
sced, planting and alter care. including, ane rm trec growing in dry areas.
These may he had at the Counedl's olfhce, Temple Coury, 422 Colhny Strees,
Melbotrte, —{(r N



